
HELP STOP THE HEROIN EPIDEMIC 
LET YOUR VOICE BE HEARD! 

INTRODUCTION: 
There is really great news for every Illinois family, especially those families who have been 
harmed by the heroin epidemic. A group of Illinois lawmakers who have proposed a very 
comprehensive piece of legislation to address the many issues repeatedly raised by Illinois 
families over the last several years after a highly potent form of heroin was found in many 
urban, suburban and rural communities across the state. The lawmaker’s proposal, known as 
House Bill 1, contains several legislative initiatives intended to reduce fatal and non-fatal 
overdose due to the growing abuse of heroin and opiate-based prescription pain medications. 


OVERVIEW: 
 House Bill 1 was introduced earlier this year by State Representative Lou Lang after leading a 
bi-partisan legislative task force in a several month study into the growing heroin crisis. The 
Task Force started their work in April 2014 after the Illinois General Assembly approved House 
Resolution 0883  filed by State Representative Lang which declared “a heroin state of 
emergency” in Illinois and called for the formation of the House Task Force on Heroin Crisis. 
The task force was charged with developing “a comprehensive, bold, and durable package 
of legislative proposals to combat the Illinois heroin crisis”. 


Several months later, the task force led to House Bill 1 being introduced on 1/14/15. It is 
important to note State Representative Lang and other members of the Task Force spent many 
hours meeting with and listening to families from cities, suburbs and rural areas across the 
State of Illinois. It was from the agonizing stories offered by so many families that Illinois 
lawmakers crafted House Bill 1. 


IMPORTANCE:  
At	  a	  %me	  when	  any	  bi-‐par%san	  ini%a%ve	  seems	  impossible,	  State	  Representa%ve	  Lang	  and	  the	  House	  
Task	  Force	  demonstrated	  democracy	  in	  its	  purest	  form.	  	  House	  Bill	  1	  was	  craEed	  by	  both	  Democrats	  and	  
Republicans.	  	  The	  proposed	  legisla%on	  was	  formulated	  through	  a	  very	  deliberate	  effort	  by	  these	  
lawmakers	  to	  seek	  out	  and	  listen	  to	  the	  people	  they	  serve.	  Through	  their	  efforts	  and	  legisla%ve	  exper%se,	  
several	  desperately	  needed	  interven%ons	  will	  soon	  be	  proposed	  to	  address	  an	  extremely	  harmful	  and	  
pervasive	  public	  health	  crisis.	  	  	  

House Bill 1 will soon be submitted for consideration by the full General Assembly. And so 
now, more than at any other time in our long battle against the heroin epidemic.  We must 
recognize the power of our collective voices. We must work together and build support for this 
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important legislation. We must ask everyone we know to stand with us and help build support 
for House Bill 1 across the entire state.  We must let our voices be heard. 


CALL FOR ACTION: 
We	  must	  write	  or	  call	  EVERY	  Illinois	  lawmaker.	  	  We	  must	  help	  them	  understand	  the	  heroin	  epidemic	  has	  
already	  harmed	  countless	  thousands	  of	  people	  because	  it	  has	  gone	  largely	  unchecked	  for	  several	  years.	  	  
We	  must	  make	  all	  of	  our	  lawmakers	  understand	  this	  public	  health	  crisis	  must	  be	  addressed	  NOW	  before	  
this	  very	  real	  and	  lethal	  threat	  can	  con%nue	  to	  grow	  and	  spread	  across	  the	  en%re	  state	  and	  claim	  many	  
more	  lives.	  	  

PLEASE HELP SAVE LIVES: 
Please	  –	  let	  your	  voice	  be	  heard!	  	  Ask	  all	  of	  your	  family	  members	  and	  friends	  to	  either	  call	  or	  write	  
contact	  their	  State	  Representa%ve	  and	  ask	  them	  to	  support	  House	  Bill	  1.	  We	  have	  come	  so	  far,	  and	  we	  
are	  so	  close.	  Now	  is	  the	  %me	  to	  stand	  together	  and	  help	  win	  approval	  for	  this	  life-‐saving	  legisla%on	  
contained	  in	  House	  Bill	  1.	  We	  have	  provided	  some	  very	  simple	  and	  helpful	  %ps	  on	  how	  you	  can	  very	  
conveniently	  call	  or	  write	  your	  State	  Representa%ve.	  	  Please	  –	  let	  your	  voice	  be	  heard!	  

SOURCE:	  	  The	  Heroin	  Epidemic	  Relief	  Organiza:on	  (HERO)	  

Helpful Tips to help you contact Your State Representative 
1. If you do not know who your State Representative is - then go to the Illinois State Board of 

Elections internet site ( http://www.elections.il.gov/Districtsearch.aspx ).


2. At the top of the page you will find the search line.  Type “Who is my Representative” on 
the search line. 


3. You will see two maps of Illinois.  Place your cursor on either map and click one time. 
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“There is a heroin state 
of emergency in 
Illinois” 
- Rep. Lou Lang 

http://www.elections.il.gov/Districtsearch.aspx


1. If you choose the map on the left – the Silverlight Version, then you will be 
asked to load the Microsoft  Silverlight search software.  It Is safe and it only 
takes 30 seconds. 


2. If you choose the map on the right - the Mobile/Lite Version - you will not have to 
download any software. 


4. No matter which map you choose – you will be asked to enter your full home address in 
the space provided.


5. If you used the map on the left (Silverlight version) - look for the box marked “Search 
Results” and in the box find the words State Representative and click one time on the 
words “more details”.


6. If you used the map on the right (Mobile/Lite Version) then scroll down through the 
information provided until you find the box entitled Representative District. 


7. You will find your Representative’s name and all contact information (including an E-Mail) is 
available for your use.  You can WRITE a letter, SEND an E-Mail, or CALL on the telephone.  


YOUR MESSAGE: 

When you contact your State Representative please tell him/her the following: 

“ I am contacting you to ask you to support House Bill 1.  
Please, help stop the heroin epidemic. Too many lives have 
already been lost and too many have been destroyed.”  

Please let us know after you contact your State Representative.  Send an e-mail to the Heroin 
Epidemic Relief Organization ( http://theherofoundation.org/#/contact ).  We would like to 
keep track of all of letters, e-mails and phone calls sent to each State Representative. So 
please let us know by just sending a quick e-mail. 


HOUSE BILL 1 – SOME HIGHLIGHTS  
Listed below are several of the legislative proposals included in House Bill 1. If you even 
support one of these proposals, then contact your State Representative and ask for his or her 
support for HB 1.   
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- Proposes a pilot program for a state sponsored Heroin and Opiate Drug Prevention Program 
in elementary and secondary schools  on a voluntary basis.


- Introduces several provisions making Naloxone (opiate anitidote) more readily available 


- Mandates training of public safety personnel (Police, Fire and Emergency Medical 
Technicians) in the administration of Naloxone which must be readily available for use while 
they are working 


- Introduces mandatory reporting of fatal and non-fatal overdose by coroners and health care 
professionals whenever an overdose is attended or treated. Introduces improvements to the 
Illinois’ Prescription Monitoring Program (PMP). 


- Requires educational programs regarding opiate-based prescription pain medications and 
antidotes for prescribers and patients.


- Proposes proper disposal of prescription pain medications by requiring disposal receptacles 
at pharmacies 


- Reaffirms parity requirements for treatment of serious mental illness and substance abuse 
disorders 


- Introduces amendments to improve insurance coverage for drug treatment.


- Provides the means for insured to appeal to the State for review of insurance coverage 
disputes


SOURCE:  The full text of House Bill 1 is available on the Illinois General Assembly webpage ( http://www.ilga.gov/ ). 
Just type HB0001 in the Search by Number box on the left side of the page.
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